
Parking Lot Accidents Determining Fault and Compensation Options 

Parking lot car accidents catch people off guard. One moment you are easing out of a space 

with the radio on and kids in the back seat, and the next you feel a jolt, hear that awful crunch 

of metal, and see another driver leaping out of their car already pointing fingers. In that split 

second, what seemed like a minor inconvenience can unravel into doctor visits, missed work, 

and a frustrating tug of war with insurance companies over who is really at fault.  

But no matter how minor these crashes might seem, they can turn into big legal and financial 

problems that can be a headache for crash victims trying to recover. 

Why Parking Lot Accident Fault Matters 

Parking lot accidents might happen at low impacts, but the consequences rarely feel small. A 

rear-end bump in a crowded lot can trigger a serious neck injury, and a driver backing out 

without looking can knock down a pedestrian who never sees the vehicle coming. When that 

happens, fault isn’t just a technical legal label. It decides who pays for repairs, who covers 

medical care, and whether you’re left arguing with your own insurance provider or have a right 

to hold someone else financially accountable. 

We often see confusion because the crash doesn’t occur on a typical street with clear lanes and 

traffic signals. Parking lots feel informal, so many drivers assume that fault is automatically 

shared or that their injuries will not be taken seriously. In reality, the same basic negligence 

rules that apply out on the road still apply in a shopping center or apartment lot. When a driver 

fails to look, speeds through a lane, or ignores a pedestrian, that choice can be just as careless 

as running a light at an intersection, and the law treats it that way. 

Victims may struggle to: 

• Pay for medical care, physical therapy, and time away from work   

• Repair or replace a damaged vehicle without draining savings   

• Navigate competing stories from the other driver and the insurance adjuster   

• Cope with pain that lingers long after the “minor” crash   

• Stay patient while insurers drag out investigations and negotiations   

What Makes Parking Lot Accidents So Confusing? 

Parking lots sit in an awkward gray area. They’re usually private property, but drivers still rely on 

public road rules. Police sometimes decline to respond if injuries are not obvious, or they 

produce a short incident card rather than a detailed crash report. Without a thorough official 

investigation, insurance companies lean heavily on photos, driver statements, and the physical 

layout of the lot, which often leaves plenty of room for arguments. 
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On top of that, parking lots are full of mixed activity. Vehicles approach from every angle, 

pedestrians weave between bumpers, and visibility is often blocked by SUVs, pillars, 

landscaping, and poorly placed signs. Every driver owes a duty to watch for foreseeable hazards, 

but when sightlines are short and drivers are juggling distractions like phones, shopping bags, 

and kids, mistakes happen quickly. Property owners can add to the danger when they let 

markings fade, ignore broken lighting, or create strange traffic patterns that practically invite 

confusion. 

In this environment, fault rarely feels obvious in the moment. That is exactly why careful 

documentation and legal guidance make such a difference later. 

Common Parking Lot Accident Scenarios 

Although every crash has unique details, certain patterns repeat again and again in our cases. 

Understanding how these situations are viewed helps you see where fault arguments usually 

begin. 

Backing Out Without Seeing What Is Behind You 

One of the most common scenarios involves a driver backing out of a space into a lane where 

other vehicles are already traveling. The driver in the space has a clear duty to check mirrors, 

use the rear camera if available, and back slowly enough to stop if traffic appears. When they 

simply shift into reverse and rely on others to get out of the way, they usually bear most of the 

responsibility for what happens next. 

Competing for the Same Space 

Another flashpoint occurs when two drivers reach for the same parking spot. One vehicle 

signals and slows to turn into a space, while another cuts diagonally through the row to take it. 

If a crash occurs, the law tends to focus on which driver had the more predictable, lawful path 

and which made the sudden, aggressive move. 

Rear-End Collisions in Parking Lanes 

Drivers sometimes treat parking lot lanes as if they were private shortcuts. They drive faster 

than they admit later, they look more at open spaces than at brake lights ahead, and they 

underestimate how quickly a car in front may stop for a pedestrian or a suddenly available spot. 

When a following driver strikes the rear of another vehicle in a lane, fault generally starts with 

that following driver, who has a duty to maintain a safe distance and pay attention. That 

presumption can shift in unusual circumstances, such as when the lead vehicle slams on the 

brakes for no reason or suddenly reverses, but those claims are harder to prove. The pattern of 



vehicle damage, the presence of skid marks, and any video footage can be very important in 

sorting out those disputes. 

Hitting Parked Vehicles or Pedestrians 

Striking a legally parked vehicle is usually treated almost like hitting a fixed object such as a pole. 

Drivers must control their vehicles to avoid obvious, stationary obstacles, and failing to do so 

typically leaves little room to argue. Still, we occasionally see situations where the parked 

vehicle is blocking a lane or positioned illegally, which can create a small amount of shared 

responsibility. 

Property Conditions That Contribute to Crashes 

Sometimes the crash story doesn’t begin with a driver at all. Poorly maintained lots can contain 

potholes, pools of water, unexpected ice, uneven pavement, or missing signage that lead to 

slips, falls, or loss of vehicle control. In those cases, the property owner or manager may share 

responsibility with any negligent driver. 

For example, if a driver loses control after hitting an unmarked deep pothole and veers into a 

pedestrian, the injury may involve both an auto claim and a premises liability claim. That 

layering of responsibility can change settlement options and insurance coverage in meaningful 

ways. 

Why The “Fifty Fifty” Myth Causes So Much Harm 

Many people walk away from a parking lot accident assuming the outcome is already set. Both 

drivers will be treated as equally at fault, each will use their own insurance, and everyone will 

simply move on. That belief is especially risky in Maryland, because our state still follows a strict 

contributory negligence rule that can shut the door on an injury claim if you are found even 1 

percent at fault. 

Under Maryland law, fault is all or nothing when you are the person bringing the claim. If an 

insurance company or jury decides you share even a sliver of responsibility for the crash, you 

can be barred from recovering any damages from the other driver, no matter how serious your 

injuries or how careless the other driver was. Insurance companies know this and often try to 

frame parking lot wrecks as “both people should have been more careful,” because that framing 

gives them a powerful way to deny claims entirely. 

How Insurance Companies and Courts Decide Who Is Responsible 

Underneath the confusion, the same core idea drives most fault decisions. Every driver has a 

duty to act reasonably under the circumstances. In a parking lot, “reasonably” often means 
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driving at walking speed, looking in all directions before moving, obeying arrows and signs, and 

giving pedestrians clear priority near entrances and crosswalks. 

When a crash occurs, decision makers look at: 

• Where each vehicle was traveling and how fast it was going   

• Whether anyone was backing out, turning across traffic, or cutting between rows   

• What signs, arrows, or painted markings were present and whether they were followed   

• The visibility and lighting conditions, especially at night   

Physical evidence can be surprisingly revealing. The location of damage on each vehicle, the 

angles of impact, the presence of debris on the ground, and the final positions of the cars all 

help reconstruct the moment of collision. Witnesses add context by describing which vehicle 

was moving first, whether anyone seemed distracted, and how the vehicles were positioned in 

the seconds before impact. 

Maryland gives most car accident victims three years from the date of the crash to file a lawsuit, 

under Md. Code, Courts & Judicial Proceedings § 5-101. That window may feel comfortable 

from the moment of impact, but in Maryland’s contributory negligence environment, building a 

strong case early is especially critical. Evidence from parking lots disappears fast, surveillance 

footage is overwritten, and memories shift. The sooner you speak with an attorney, the more 

tools are available to establish exactly what happened. 

When It Is Time to Ask for Legal Help 

It’s natural to hope that a parking lot case will resolve with a simple phone call or two. That 

rarely happens. More often, problems crop up when the other driver changes their story, an 

insurance company tries to shift the blame, or medical bills start to outpace whatever 

settlement is on the table. 

The Maryland car accident attorneys at Goldberg Finnegan review the facts, identify all 

potential sources of coverage, and handle communication with insurance companies so our 

clients are not pressured into unfair settlements. When the insurance companies try to shift 

even one percent of the blame onto you, we’re ready to present the facts to protect your 

recovery. We also keep an eye on legal deadlines, because waiting too long to file a claim or 

lawsuit can permanently close the door on recovery. 

If a parking lot crash has left you hurt, worried about the future, or uncertain how to deal with 

the insurance fallout, our law firm is here to listen to what happened, answer your questions, 

and help you decide on the next step that best protects your health and your financial stability. 

Contact us to schedule a conversation with our team so we can learn more about your parking 

lot accident and talk through how our attorneys can hold the right people accountable while 
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you focus on getting better. We take every case on a contingency fee basis, so there are no legal 

fees unless we recover compensation for you. 

 


